
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 22 
We return to 1 Kings 22 on the brink of war between Israel and Aram (Syria).  If you remember, 1 Kings 20 told us about the 
consecutive wars between Aram and Israel.  God stepped in, in spite of Ahab’s evil, in defense of his own reputation and granted 
victory for Israel.  There is peace in Israel for a time and Ahab spends time looking for a place to plant a garden.  He and Queen 
Jezebel commit great evil in this endeavor (killing Naboth) and a curse is made against their house.  Shockingly, Ahab humbles 
himself and the LORD decides to hold off the judgement for a time.  However, Ahab’s contrition is short lived. 

 
1 Kings 22:1-5 - Israel and Judah join forces against Aram 
 
Aram return to encroach upon Israel’s territory.  As a result, Ahab reaches out 
to the southern kingdom of Judah, which is presently ruled by King Jehoshaphat.  
We do not (yet) learn much about Jehoshaphat and his reign, as the focus of these 
chapters is mostly on Ahab’s rule.  But verse 5 does give us a contrast between 
Jehoshaphat and Ahab.  Jehoshaphat asks to first inquire “for the word of the 
LORD.” 
 
Ramoth-Gilead (ESV Study Bible) - “Even after such a crushing defeat, the king of 
Aram (Syria) was able to hold on to the strategically important city of Ramoth-
gilead in Transjordan, which was situated on a major trade route running from 
the Red Sea to Damascus…” 
 
 

1 Kings 22:6-12 - The “prophets” come to give their “word” 
 

v. 6-7 - the prophets that Ahab calls “prophesy” that victory will come if they go up in battle.  Jehoshaphat wants a 
second opinion. 

 
It appears that to Ahab, there is no distinction between “the LORD” (Yahweh) and what or whomever these prophets were 
getting their information from.  We learned from 1 Kings 18 that there was quite the prophetic cult in Israel (though 
those prophets of Baal were executed after Elijah’s duel at Mount Carmel). 

 
Ahab is happy to hear from his divine sources, a word that is favorable to him.  A word that validates what his own will 
is.  Interesting, it is the true prophet of Yahweh, Micaiah who tells him something that opposes his own set plans.  And 
Ahab doesn’t like this one bit.  So much so that Ahab has not welcomed Micaiah to the party at first.  Verse 8 actually 
tells us that Ahab hated him. 

 
We must recognize that the “word of the LORD” is not always that which will confirm what we want or what we have planned and 
as a result may not always make us “happy”.  But if it is the word of the LORD, should we not treasure that over our own 
perspective?  A good check for our soul is when we hear a message that is confronting or challenging.  We should never dismiss 
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it out of hand because it doesn’t make us feel good or “bless” us.  We should consider it prayerfully and Scripturally and 
embrace it if it is indeed from God - knowing that it will lead to true blessing when obeyed. 
 

v. 11 - Prophets would often use illustrations to communicate a message.  Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah used iron horns 
he had made to illustrate the victory that would come, according to his word.  The horns were symbolic of Baal and 
Asherah.  Clearly he is not a prophet of the true God. 

 
1 Kings 22:13-18 - Micaiah called for and speaks to the kings 
 

v. 15-16 - Micaiah initially tells the king to go up and succeed in battle, matching the message of the other prophets.  
But this was not the true message and upon the king’s request, Micaiah tells the truth, truth which will not make Ahab 
happy. 

 
v. 17 - the message speaks of Israel’s defeat.  Sheep without a shepherd.  Soldiers who will return home because they have 
no leader. 

 
1 Kings 22:19-23 - Micaiah continues. 
 

Micaiah continues to speak and in this case his word gives insight into the messages of the false prophets.  Remember, 
Micaiah is speaking this not only in the presence of the kings of Israel and Judah, but also in front of all of the other 
prophets as well! 

 
He gives a description of what happened in the LORD’s throne room as the two kings observed and heard what happened as 
they sat on their earthly thrones.  The LORD actually called for a spirit to put deception into the mouths of the other 
prophets.  Even in the dealings of the other prophets and their messages - the LORD is in control! 

 
1 Kings 22:24-28 - Zedekiah slaps Micaiah.  Micaiah rebukes Zedekiah.  Micaiah imprisoned. 
 
1 Kings 22:29-33 - The Battle Begins 
 

For some reason, Jehoshaphat still plans to align with Ahab against Aram.  Ahab proposes a strange plan to disguise 
himself as a regular soldier while Jehoshaphat remains in his royal garb. 

 
v. 31-33 - the king of Aram commanded his best warriors to specifically go after Ahab.  When these men saw Jehoshaphat, 
they reasonably assume he was the king of Israel.  Afterall, Jehoshaphat was the only one on the battlefield wearing 
royal clothes.  However, Jehoshaphat is able to convince them he is not the king of Israel and the soldiers leave him 
alone.  Remarkable! 

 
1 Kings 22:34-40 - Ahab dies in battle 
 

v. 34 - a certain man at random between the joints - Ahab, disguised as just a regular foot soldier, unpersued by the 
Aramean army is shot by an arrow apparently indiscriminately shot by a random soldier.  This arrow pierces Ahab in one 
of the few places unprotected by armor.  Sounds to me like the hand of God was involved. 
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v. 36 - fulfilling the word of the LORD through Micaiah of 1 Kings 22:17 

 
v. 38 - fulfilling the word of the LORD through Elijah of 1 Kings 21:19 

 
1 Kings 22:41-50 - Jehoshaphat, King of Judah’s bio 
 

There are a lot more details into the reign of Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles.  We only get a snapshot here, out of our 
narrator’s courtesy to his readers.  We find out that Jehoshaphat is actually a pretty good guy, who loves the LORD.  
And this story we read highlights his character in a few ways which are congruent with his life.  He wants to hear the 
word of the LORD from a genuine prophet because he’s a lover and worshipper of Yahweh and his confusing alliance with 
Ahab was actually not a good thing (v. 44) as we kind of suspected along the way.   

 
v. 41-42, 50 - Jehoshaphat was 35 when he became king and he ruled for 25 years.  He is succeeded by his son Jehoram. 

 
v. 49 - there is some alliance with Israel, but not full unity as shown here 

 
1 Kings 22:51-53 - Ahaziah becomes king in Israel 
 

v. 51 - Ahaziah becomes king and rules for 2 years. 
 

Ahab, the worst king in Israel’s history is dead.  His reign is over but his son Ahaziah will continue the line, for now.  
Ahaziah’s reign is just like his father’s and his worship practices just like his mother’s (v. 52-53). And for a final time 
in 1 Kings we are reminded of the original sin of Israel, committed by “Jeroboam the son of Nebat” (v. 52).  Still hanging 
thick in the air are the words of Elijah that the entire line of Ahab will be cut off.  It is only a matter of time.  And 
lest we forget, Queen Jezebel is back at the palace continuing on.  We will have to read on to learn of her fate. 

 
1 Kings ends here.  Though 1 & 2 Kings are originally one narrative, it is fitting to pause for a moment before we move on.  It’s 
been a wild ride from chapter 1 until now.  We are left unresolved and without closure. We hear of Ahab’s death, a little about 
Jehoshaphat and then some historical facts and then it’s over.  It’s abrupt and unsatisfying.  
 
Perhaps this is intentional.  The echos of the time of Zion have faded.  The nation is divided.  Israel is a mess and it’s kings have 
gotten worse and worse and worse.  Do you even remember that David was king over all of God’s people in chapter 1?  Do you even 
remember that Solomon is anointed king of the nation as he rides towards Jerusalem on a donkey?  Do you even remember his prayer 
for wisdom?  Do you even remember what it was like when the temple was dedicated in chapter 8?  If we aren’t careful, we will 
forget about the “good old days” that we rejoiced over in the early chapters of 1 Kings.  If we aren’t careful we will accept 
that the stories of late filled with idolatry and failure are “just the way things are.”  If we aren’t careful we will be 
overcome by sadness, as Elijah was, that there are few who care about the LORD’s name and ways. 
 
And that’s why it’s good that we have this break in the narrative - because it’s good to take a break and remember where we’ve 
traveled.  It’s important to pause and reflect before we jump in and move on.  It’s healthy to live in the abruptness of how 1 
Kings ends. 
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Because Bible reader and believer in the promises of God, woe unto us if we lose hope. Woe unto us if we accept that this is the 
way things are.  Woe unto us if we forget the promises God has made.  It is so tempting to get focused on what is happening in 
the current moment and space of life and forget the BIG PICTURE - our big picture, the big picture of the universe itself is based 
not on what is in front of us or what we are dealing with now or what we are currently experiencing - the big picture of life 
itself is based on the word and promise of the faithful, covenant making, and covenant keeping God.  And our eyes must be upon 
Him, no matter what is vying for our attention now. 
 
1 Kings ends in a bleak and sad way.  But the end of 1 Kings is not the end.  The fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham, to 
David and to Jesus is the end.  The prognosis from the doctor is not the end.  The way your relationships are is not the end.  The 
current state of the world is not the end.  The way things are now is not the end.  The fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham, 
to David and to Jesus is the end. 
 
So we look not at how things are now, but to what has been and what God has promised will be.  This is what it means to have 
faith.  This is what it means to have hope.  So we keep believing, we keep hoping and we keep reading. 
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